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		RUBRIC:  Paper for Musical Performances

As part of our class on Music Appreciation, each of you will write two (2) papers (3 pages, MLA format, double-spaced, New Times Roman font, 14 pitch) on two (2) different musical performances of your choice from a list compiled by the instructor.

Each paper will be on a different musical performance genre. The first paper is due at the end of Week 8 and the second at the end of Week 10.  You will find the list of musical performances on ULEARN for the course under a file titled “Musical Performances.”

The musical performances which have been selected reflect a wide range of almost all of the genres of music with which we are familiar.  Some genres are mixed together reflecting their multiple roots (ie. country and folk), or some have several choices reflecting whether the performance is solely instrumental or includes vocals (ie. jazz). 

The requirements for each paper is that you chose one of the musical performances listed, watch the performance and then write a paper based on the rubric below. The length of the performances vary between 40 minutes to 2 hours.  This provides each of you with the flexibility to choose a genre of music of interest to you, as well as allowing you to manage your time appropriately. 

The paper will be a Turnitin assignment.  As noted above, the first paper is due at the end of Week 8, and the second at the end of Week 10.  There will be a separate Turnitin link for each paper.  Early submissions are always accepted.  Please follow the outline of the rubric below for your paper. 

Please respond to the following prompts in your well-written essay/paper:

1) What genre of music does your musical performance reflect? (Please include all genres that may apply)

2) Please provide some background on the individual(s) (if solo artists) or the group in terms of length of career, early beginnings, influences etc.  This information should be brief and no more than one paragraph in length.

3) What makes this particular genre appealing to you?  (This question and question 4 are asking you to explore an aesthetic point of view – what and why do you like/love your choice?)

4) [bookmark: _GoBack]Which particular song in the musical performance is your favorite or most appeals to you?  Please discuss this choice in some detail incorporating into your discussion the elements of music and musical composition discussed in the Brief Introduction of the textbook and in class lectures.

5) An overall response to the performance including the quality of the performers, how engaged were they in their performances, song choices (new or oldies), scenic background (if important to the show like projections, etc) and other observations you consider important to the performance/production.

6) As already noted above, when discussing questions 3 & 4, please incorporate a discussion of the elements of music from the Brief Introduction chapter relating to: melody, rhythm, harmony, lyrics(if applicable), texture (homophony or polyphony), timbre, dynamics and genre. 

While I have listed the questions in numerical order, your paper is to be written as an extended essay.  This should include an:
1) Opening paragraph explaining what you are writing about
2) The main body of the text responding to the questions in an essay form and
3) A final paragraph with your conclusion.

Once you have reviewed all the material, please feel free to contact me with any questions or if you need additional information.  Enjoy!


